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It would be premature to attempt, in our present
state of knowledge, to trace any development in doc-
trine in the sacred books themselves. Except in one
particular, the system presented to our view in the
dialogues, as repeated in the Anguttara and Sam-
yutta Nikayas, as developed in the psychological
books, and as used as the basis of the poetry, pre-
sents the picture of a continuous and consistent
whole. And this is not surprising considering the
perfection of the system as it came from the hands
of the Master, and the intellectual activity, and en-
thusiastic culture, of the men by whom it was first
handed down. But in the century or two after the
death of Gotama, during which the books, as we
have them, were put into their present shape, there
was time enough for a very considerable growth of
opinion concerning the person of their revered
teacher.

Most of these developments were due to the later
books after the canon was closed. The various de-
tails referred to in Lecture III., in which the later
accounts of the Jataka, and of the Sanskrit poems,
have been anticipated in an unpublished Suttanta,
relate only to the legend of his birth.* And even
on this matter the later versions are, as one would
expect, much more expanded.

* Journ. R. A. 5., 1894, pp. 386, 387,